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What this is based on

Our poll

• Four nationally representative, N=2,000 surveys: of the US, France, Germany, and Great Britain
• Germany fieldwork: 18-21 January 2022 (N.B. before the conflict in Ukraine)
• US fieldwork: 12-19 April 2022
• UK fieldwork: 3-9 June 2022
• France fieldwork: 6-9 June 2022
• Online, 20-minute questionnaires
• Weighted to national demographics and past voting behaviour

Each country has a detailed report with analysis across several key target groups.

This report draws together global  themes, findings and implications for policy and 
messaging, for leaders in politics, policy and business. 



• Despite the energy and inflation crises and dramatic rise in importance of the economy
at the expense of nearly all other issues, the number of people prioritizing climate 
change, the environment and energy transition has edged up in nearly every country. 

• Climate is the top issue in Germany and among the top three or four issues in the US, 
France and Great Britain.

• Climate has gone mainstream with intense majorities wanting major action. It is less 
polarized, with much more support for acting in the center and among Republicans, 
CDU/FDP and Le Pen supporters.

• With the cost of fossil fuels through the roof, majorities still believe the transition will not 
require big increases in costs, or that the costs will be acceptable. Only a quarter in 
each country sees unacceptable costs.

• To explain high inflation, people point first to global factors, starting with high prices for 
oil and gas. That leads them to negative views of big companies and oil companies in 
particular, most of all in Britain. Energy companies’ excessive profit-taking is seen as a 
significant driver of inflation in the US, France and Britain. 

What you need to know (1/2)



• People want energy companies most of all to shift investment from oil and gas to low-
carbon alternatives; less focus on net-zero operations and more cuts from consumer use 
and perhaps advocacy.

• They now want changed industrial policy everywhere to prioritize the low carbon 
technology sector, including wind, solar, and green hydrogen. This sector stands next to 
oil and gas in the US; above agriculture in France; above pharmaceuticals and advanced 
manufacture in Germany; and above oil and gas and pharmaceuticals in Britain. 

• The public strongly oppose raising taxes and fees or pricing carbon to finance this 
transition. They support increased regulation, taxes on excess profits, and changing 
incentives. 

• Across countries, environmental groups, EVs and nuclear power are viewed favorably; 
there are mixed views on natural gas companies; and oil companies and CEOs are 
viewed most negatively.

• CEOs are viewed unfavorably everywhere, but gain hugely in favorability when they say 
climate change is a crisis that requires they change their business models. 

What you need to know (2/2)



Climate Context
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Climate remained top issue in Germany and gained 
marginally in Britain, even as cost of living took over from 
COVID
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In the US and France, issue less polarized, as more 
Republicans & Le Pen voters get onside
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Percent choosing “Climate change is a threat and we need major action to combat it”, by 
Party/ideological affiliation and Presidential vote history

Wave 1 alternate statement: “The threat of climate change is exaggerated and we are already doing enough.”

Wave 2 alternate statement: “The threat of climate change is exaggerated and the high cost of fixing it may not be worth it.”

France: Macron President round 2 voters, n=719; Le Pen voters, n=509
US: Democrats, n=751; Lib/Mod Republicans, n=369; Cons. Republicans, n=514



In Germany and Britain, what is striking is that over 60% of 
those supporting all parties now want major action
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As a result, intense majorities in all countries say
climate change is a threat demanding major action
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comes closer to your views, even if neither is exactly right.

Total sample, n=2,000/country

FranceUnited States Germany Great Britain



17 25

42
50

18 14

33 28

Jun-22 Jan-22

26 26

52 51

12 14

23 26

Jun-21 Jun-22

Warm, 
favorable 
feelings

Cool, 
unfavorable 
feelings

Cool (26-49)
Very cool (0-25)

Warm (51-74)
Very warm (75-100)

Measures to prevent global warming, by country

Please rate your feelings toward some people, organisations and activities, with one hundred meaning a VERY WARM, 
FAVOURABLE feeling; zero meaning a VERY COLD, UNFAVOURABLE feeling; and fifty meaning not particularly warm or cold.

Germany Great Britain

In Germany and Britain, twice as many “warm” toward 
measures to prevent global warming; a quarter “very warm”

Total sample, n=2,000/country; Asked to ½ sample split

+9 +22 +29 +25



28 34

44
52

28 21

34 33

Jun-21 Apr-22

16 14

37 37

16 18

32 35

Jun-21 Jun-22

Warm, 
favorable 
feelings

Cool, 
unfavorable 
feelings

Cool (26-49)
Very cool (0-25)

Warm (51-74)
Very warm (75-100)

Measures to prevent global warming, by country

Please rate your feelings toward some people, organisations and activities, with one hundred meaning a VERY WARM, 
FAVOURABLE feeling; zero meaning a VERY COLD, UNFAVOURABLE feeling; and fifty meaning not particularly warm or cold.

United States France

In US, voters have become 9pts more favorable 
towards such measures, looking more like Europe; 
only France not seeing that growth

Total sample, n=2,000/country; Asked to ½ sample split

+10 +19 +5 +2



In Europe, public feels stricter environmental laws worth it,
as they save future costs; by contrast in the US, 
conservatives’ anti-regulation posture shows
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1) Stricter environmental laws and regulations cost too many 
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All countries divided on bearing the costs of transition if world’s 
largest polluters aren’t doing their part, though current energy 
prices lead to downplaying of cost 
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Total sample, n=2000/country; Asked to ½ sample split

FranceUnited States Great BritainGermany



Majority in all countries believe transition can be done 
without big increases or acceptable rises in cost; 1/4th in 
Germany now against it, but that is no bigger than elsewhere 

Which ONE of the following is true about the cost of these proposals to address climate change?

United States Germany

Sensitivity to cost of an energy transition with 10% hit to bills, by country

Total sample, n=2,000/country
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Reason for increased cost of living, by country

You may have noticed increased prices recently, particularly for energy and food. Why do you think energy prices are high 
today? Please select the TWO most important reasons from the list below.
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Reason for increased cost of living, by country

You may have noticed increased prices recently, particularly for energy and food. Why do you think energy prices are high 
today? Please select the TWO most important reasons from the list below.
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Energy transition



In the US and France, climate crisis is seen as more 
fundamental than energy; UK sees energy as more 
fundamental, but a fifth don’t know, and may mean “both”
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1) The climate crisis is the more fundamental problem. 

On the following pages are some pairs of statements. For each, please indicate whether the FIRST statement or the SECOND 
statement comes closer to your views, even if neither is exactly right.

2) The energy crisis is the more fundamental problem. 
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Change in taxing and pricing carbon



Germany and Great Britain consistently and solidly against 
taxes on fossil fuels
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1) A tax on burning coal, oil and natural gas would be a fair 
and efficient way of encouraging people to switch to 
lower-carbon ways of living

On the following pages are some pairs of statements. For each, please indicate whether the FIRST statement or the SECOND 
statement comes closer to your views, even if neither is exactly right.

2) Even if the government tries to fully refund any tax 
revenue back to families, a tax on burning coal, oil and 
natural gas would end up hurting ordinary people
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The US flips on whether to tax fossil fuels, going from majority 
against to plurality in favor; France consistently against
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1) A tax on burning coal, oil and natural gas would be a fair 
and efficient way of encouraging people to switch to 
lower-carbon [energy sources / ways of living]*

On the following pages are some pairs of statements. For each, please indicate whether the FIRST statement or the SECOND 
statement comes closer to your views, even if neither is exactly right.

2) Even if the government tries to fully refund any tax 
revenue back to families, a tax on burning coal, oil and 
natural gas would end up hurting ordinary people

2021

United States

Total sample, n=2000/country/year; 
Asked to ½ sample splits

France
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* Note: change in wording: in US in 2022, “lower-carbon energy 
sources” replaced “lower-carbon ways of living”. 
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The US flips from pro-regulation and anti-tax to a plurality in favor of 
a carbon tax; France remains solidly in favor of regulation

13
25

7 8

30

47

19 19
24 15

29 26

54

34

51 49

0

25

50

75

100

Fossil fuel tax Framework to
address climate

Fossil fuel tax Framework to
address climate

Fossil fuel tax Framework to
address climate

Fossil fuel tax Framework to
address climate

Statement 1, much closer Statement 1, somewhat Statement 2, much closer Statement 2, somewhat

On the following pages are some pairs of statements. For each, please indicate whether the FIRST statement or the SECOND 
statement comes closer to your views, even if neither is exactly right.

2) The government must now do much more to address climate 
change. It should be setting regulations to make everyone 
energy efficient and invest in the innovative research to 
enable us to make the transition to a low carbon economy.*

1) The best way to make this transition is to put up taxes and 
fees on fossil fuels, like oil, natural gas and coal and use the 
revenue to fund the development of renewables and a 
sustainable economy. 

* Note: difference in wording in 2021 vs. 2022: “take the lead in creating the framework 
to address the climate emergency” replaced “do more to address climate change”. 

Total sample, n=2000/country/year; 
Asked to ½ sample splits

2021

United States France

20222021 2022



Consistent big majorities in Germany and Britain for government 
setting a framework instead of taxing fossil fuels
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On the following pages are some pairs of statements. For each, please indicate whether the FIRST statement or the SECOND 
statement comes closer to your views, even if neither is exactly right.

Total sample, n=2000/country/year; 
Asked to ½ sample splits

2) The government must now do more to address climate 
change. It should be setting regulations to make everyone 
energy efficient and invest in the innovative research to 
enable us to make the transition to a low carbon economy.*

1) The best way to make this transition is to put up taxes and 
fees on fossil fuels, like oil, natural gas and coal and use the 
revenue to fund the development of renewables and a 
sustainable economy. 
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* Note: difference in wording in 2021 vs. 2022: “take the lead in creating the framework 
to address the climate emergency” replaced “do more to address climate change”. 



Perceptions of society and economy
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In Germany environmental groups favored; companies 
and CEOs not favored – oil clearly worst
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Warm, 
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feelings
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In France EDF and nuclear have highest favorability, 
ahead of environmental groups; gas not favored, but 
much stronger than oil or coal
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feelings

In Britain EV’s, environmental groups, nuclear viewed 
favorably; natural gas much stronger than coal and oil
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Feelings toward companies and environmental actors, Great Britain

Please rate your feelings toward some people, organisations and activities, with one hundred meaning a VERY WARM, 
FAVOURABLE feeling; zero meaning a VERY COLD, UNFAVOURABLE feeling; and fifty meaning not particularly warm or cold.
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Feelings toward CEOs, by country

Please rate your feelings toward some people, organisations and activities, with one hundred meaning a VERY WARM, 
FAVOURABLE feeling; zero meaning a VERY COLD, UNFAVOURABLE feeling; and fifty meaning not particularly warm or cold.
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In US and France, saying “climate change is a crisis and 
we must change” hugely improves CEO favorability…
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Feelings toward CEOs, by country

Please rate your feelings toward some people, organisations and activities, with one hundred meaning a VERY WARM, 
FAVOURABLE feeling; zero meaning a VERY COLD, UNFAVOURABLE feeling; and fifty meaning not particularly warm or cold.
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…and it’s the same in Germany and Great Britain
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